Smallpox and Queen Atne Dr Rollin (November 1996 JRSM, p 660) is mistaken in declaring that smallpox was not recorded among Queen Anne's numerous maladies. When the 15-year-old Mary was married to William III of Orange in November 1677, her 12-year-old sister Anne could not attend the wedding as she was ill from a mild attack of smallpox a disease that the new Princess of Orange had never had, and had to be shielded from, though as Queen Mary she was to die from it in 1694. Mary of Modena, the pregnant second wife of James II, still Duke of York, also did not attend the wedding, as 2 days later her son Charles was born. This halfbrother of Mary and Anne, who, if he had survived Anne, might have become another Stuart king, died of smallpox one month later. He appears in the Royal Stuart smallpox tree reproduced by John Empson in his reply to Rollin.
Anne married Prince George of Denmark in 1683, and between then and 1700 was pregnant 17 times. The first pregnancy ended in 1684 with a stillbirth. Her next two pregnancies resulted in the births, not shown in Empson's tree, of Mary in 1685 and of Anne Sophia in 1686, who both died of smallpox, Mary 20 months old and Anne Sophia eight months old, in February 1687, at a time when Prince George was also ill from smallpox. After two more stillbirths in 1687 and 1688, William Henry, Duke of Gloucester, was born in 1689. William, who was hydrocephalic and had a difficulty in walking suggestive of spina bifida, lived for 11 years, dying of smallpox early in 1700, 2 years before Anne became Queen.
The rest of Anne's pregnancies were unsuccessful.
By September 1700, William III decided that, should he and Anne, Princess of Denmark, die without live children, the succession should be vested in the next Protestant heir to the throne, Sophia, dowager Electress of Hanover (who died 2 months before Anne in 1714). The Act of Settlement, warmly supported by the strongly Protestant princess (described only as acquiescent by Dr Rollin) was passed by Parliament in June 1701. James II died in exile in France in September 1701 before the death of William in 1702, and the Act cut out of succession Anne's half-brother, James, Prince of Wales, the Old Pretender (1688-1712), his sister, Princess Louisa Mary (1692-1712), and any of their descendants. It was by the deaths of four children, rather than just that of the Duke of Gloucester, that smallpox did indeed bring to an end the Stuart dynasty, with Anne the last Stuart monarch.
Milo Keynes 3 Brunswick Walk, Cambridge, CB5 8DH, England Ancient alternative medicine and its modern survival Whilst I recognize that Dr Koutouridis and colleagues (November 1996 JRSM, pp65 1-3) offer a new angle on the dramatic works of Aristophanes and the role of the ancient sanctuaries of Asclepius, I do feel that they stand the whole point about 'alternative medicine' as practised in Greece in the middle and late first millennium BC on its head.
It was not the sanctuaries of Asclepius that grew up in the fourth century BC that were 'alternative' but the other way round. The sick and the dying were brought to the gods at these magico-religious healing centres as a first resort. It was rational medicine, the work of the empirically-based Hippocratic practitioners, few in number in Athens of the period, and who charged a fee for their services, who were considered to be 'alternative'. Our modern-day assumptions and prejudices about alternative medicine do not have any relevance to what happened two and a half thousand years ago. (November 1996 JRSM, pp 604-7) changed the sense of fine 11 of the final paragraph: this should have read that diesel vehicles are 'now the major source of particles'.
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